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Dear  Reader: 


The  Board  of  Crime  Control  has  issued  an  annual  report  on  Crime  in  Montana  since 
1974.  The  Board  believes  that  crime  statistics  provide  important  information  for 
understanding,  measuring  and  managing  law  enforcement  activities  in  Montana. 
The  crime  statistics  that  are  reflected  in  the  annual  crime  report  help  the  board  to 
focus  grant  decisions,  help  criminal  justice  practitioners  to  understand  law 
enforcement  needs  in  our  state,  and  ultimately  help  public  policy  makers  in 
establishing  directions  for  the  criminal  and  juvenile  justice  systems. 

Many  changes  have  taken  place  in  crime  reporting  over  the  past  twenty-five  plus 
years  that  Crime  in  Montana  has  been  published.  In  1974  crime  was  being  reported 
on  a  summary  basis  using  primarily  manual  systems.  Today,  the  majority  of  law 
enforcement  agencies  report  very  detailed  incident  based  statistics  using 
computerized  reporting  systems. 

The  crime  statistics  that  are  reported  in  the  2000  annual  report  provide  summary 
information  about  crime  rates  in  Montana.  Within  the  next  couple  of  years  the 
statistical  information  that  will  be  reflected  in  the  Crime  in  Montana  Report  will 
change  dramatically.  In  the  near  future,  because  so  many  jurisdictions  are  capturing 
and  reporting  detailed  incident  based  crime  statistics,  the  Board  of  Crime  Control  will 
be  able  to  generate  a  much  more  detailed  picture  of  crimes  in  Montana.  The  more 
detailed  picture  of  who  commits  crimes,  who  the  victims  are  and  precisely  when  and 
where  the  crime  occurs  should  help  criminal  and  juvenile  justice  professionals  to 
better  manage  their  meager  resources. 


This  report  reflects  two  kinds  of  information.  One  is  "crime  rate"  and  the  other  is 
detailed  information  on  crimes  from  each  reporting  law  enforcement  jurisdiction. 
Because  the  number  of  reporting  law  enforcement  agencies  fluctuates  from 
year  to  year,  "crime  rate"  is  considered  to  be  the  most  useful  tool  available  to 
measure  general  trends  in  the  overall  incidence  of  crime.  Detailed  data  for  all 
police  departments  and  sheriff's  offices  are  listed  in  Table  8,  which  starts  on  page  24 
of  the  report. 

In  2000,  crime  data  collected  from  Montana  law  enforcement  agencies  reflects  a 
1.0%  drop  in  the  crime  rate.  It  should  be  noted  that  85%  of  the  law  enforcement 
agencies  reported  either  a  paper  summary  or  a  detailed  electronic  data  file.  This  is 
the  same  percentage  that  reported  in  1999. 


The  drop  in  the  overall  crime  rate  in  2000  reflects  the  combined  change  of  the  seven 
index  crimes.  Homicide,  robbery,  burglary,  and  larceny  were  the  four  index  crimes 
which  had  a  decline  in  the  number  of  reported  offenses.  The  three  index  crimes 
which  increased  in  2000  were  rape,  aggravated  assault,  and  motor  vehicle  theft. 

A  total  of  4,057  index  crimes  per  100,000  people  were  reported  in  2000  compared  to 
4,099  reported  in  1999.  The  rates  for  the  individual  crime  categories  that  increased 
in  2000  are  all  reported  rates  per  100,000  people.  The  increased  rates  were  rape, 
35.7;  aggravated  assault,  263.8  and  motor  vehicle  theft  of  219.8.  The  rates  for  the 
four  declining  crime  categories  were  homicide,  2.3;  robbery,  23.5;  burglary,  420.1 
and  larceny,  3092.3. 

Finally,  the  Board  of  Crime  Control  wants  to  commend  law  enforcement  agencies  in 
this  state  for  their  dedication  and  professionalism  in  making  crime  statistics  available 
to  the  Board.  It's  a  big  job  but  also  one  that  has  long-term  benefits  for  all  of  our 
citizens. 


Sincerely, 


Jim  Qppedahl 
Exec/itive  Director 
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MONTANA  UNIFORM  CRIME  REPORTING  PROGRAM 


Overview  and  Introduction 

This  report  contains  the  most  complete,  up-to-date  and  accurate  information 
currently  available  about  crime  in  the  State  of  Montana.  It  is  intended  to  address  the 
informational  needs  of  law  enforcement  administrators,  planners,  legislators  and  local 
government  officials. 

The  data  and  statistics  presented  below  are  initiated  primarily  by  the  police 
departments  and  sheriff  offices  throughout  the  state.  These  agencies  provide  basic 
information  about  each  crime  which  is  reported  to  them  and  about  each  arrest  they 
make  to  the  Montana  Incident  Based  Reporting  (MTIBR)  system.  In  turn,  the  MTIBR 
program  feeds  data  into  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  (FBI)  national  Uniform 
Crime  Reporting  (UCR)  program. 

The  number  of  reporting  agencies  can  fluctuate  from  year  to  year.  The 
following  page  will  give  you  some  idea  of  the  size  of  jurisdictions  of  the  non- 
reporting  agencies.  The  non-reporting  agencies  make  up  14.9%  of  the  law 
enforcement  agencies  and  the  jurisdiction  of  non-reporting  agencies  accounts 
for  4.4%  of  Montana's  population.  This  makes  it  difficult  to  use  the  number  of 
offenses  reported  for  year-to-year  comparisons.  A  better  measure  of  the  trend 
would  be  a  comparison  of  the  crime  rates  as  discussed  and  displayed  on  page  6- 
17.  To  see  which  agencies  are  included  in  this  report,  go  to  Table  8  starting  on 
page  24. 

It  is  emphasized  that  the  amount  and  type  of  crime  reported  in  this  document  is 
based  upon  the  number  of  reported  offenses  and  does  not  measure  those  offenses 
unknown  to  the  law  enforcement  community.  Many  crimes,  for  example,  may  go 
unreported  because  the  victims  are  unaware  they  have  been  victimized  or  have 
themselves  been  participants  in  illegal  activity. 

At  the  same  time,  many  sociological  and  environmental  factors  influence  the  type 
and  volume  of  criminal  activity  in  a  particular  geographical  area.  These  include  the 
density  and  size  of  the  community,  demographic  characteristics  of  the  populations,  the 
economic  status  of  the  population,  educational,  recreational,  and  religious 
characteristics  of  the  population,  effective  strength  of  local  law  enforcement  agencies, 
policies  of  prosecuting  officials  and  the  courts,  and  public  attitudes  toward  laws  and  law 
enforcement.  Many  of  these  are  beyond  the  ability  of  local  law  enforcement  agencies 
to  control. 


TABLE  1 


Non-reporting  agencies  in  2000 

These  agencies  either  did  not  report  any  crime  data  to  the  Board  of  Crime  Control  or 
the  data  reported  was  incomplete.  Incomplete  data  generally  consisted  of  several 
months  of  missing  data.  If  an  agency  reported  12  months  of  data  they  will  not  be 
shown  on  this  list,  even  though  their  data  may  not  be  compliant  with  the  Board's  policy 
of  reporting  in  the  MTIBR  specified  format. 


Jurisdiction 
Agency Population 


Boulder  P.D. 

1,726 

Daniels  County  S.O. 

2,006 

Darby  P.D. 

710 

East  Helena  P.D. 

1,751 

Ekalaka  P.D. 

410 

Ennis  P.D. 

840 

Eureka  P.D. 

1,129 

Fort  Peck  P.D. 

225 

Hamilton  P.D. 

4,935 

Jefferson  County  S.O. 

7,395 

Liberty  County  S.O. 

2,303 

Park  County  S.O. 

8,540 

Plentywood  P.D. 

1,930 

Poplar  P.D. 

918 

Treasure  County  S.O. 

878 

Troy  P.D. 

1,149 

Whitehall  P.D. 

1,474 

Wibaux  Countv  S.O. 

1,142 

Total  Population 

39,461 

Summary  of  2000  Crime  in  Montana 

*  Total  number  of  police  departments  and  sheriffs  offices  in  Montana:  116 

*  Total  number  of  agencies  contributing  data:  98 

*  Total  estimated  population  for  2000:  902,195 

*  Total  population  of  the  jurisdictions  of  reporting  agencies:  862,734 


*     Number  of  sworn  law  enforcement  officers  in  police  departments  and  sheriffs 
offices  in  2000:  1,306 


*  Crime  rate  per  100,000  people:  4,057 

*  Violent  Crimes  per  100,000  people:  325 

*  Percentage  of  violent  crimes  cleared  by  arrest:  38.1  % 

*  Drug  Offenses  per  100,000  people:  629 

*  Domestic  Abuse  Offenses  per  100,000  people:  480 


2000  MONTANA  CRIME  CLOCK 


One  Homicide 

every  17  days,  9  hours 


One  Rape 

every  27  hours,  12  minutes 


One  Robbery 

every  41  hours,  19  minutes 


One  Index  Crime 

every  14  minutes,  21  seconds 


One  Aggravated  Assault 

every  3  hours,  41  minutes 


One  Violent  Crime 

every  2  hours,  59  minutes 


One  Burglary 

every  2  hour,  19  minutes 


One  Property  Crime 

every  15  minutes,  37  seconds 


One  Larceny 

every  18  minutes,  50  seconds 


One  Motor  Vehicle  Theft 

every  4  hours,  25  minutes 


"Agencies  reporting  crime  cover  approximately  95%  of  the  state's  population. 

Crime  counts  used  in  the  calculation  of  the  Crime  Clock  are 

based  on  projections  of  counts  from  100%  . 


STATE  CRIME  INDEX 
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34,274  35,250  34,451 

38,768  41,737  35,461 

42,105  32,918  32,350  35,005 

- 

Because  of  the  serious  nature,  the  frequency  of  occurrence  and  the  reliability  of 
their  reporting,  the  crimes  of  willful  homicide,  forcible  rape,  robbery,  aggravated  assault, 
burglary,  larceny/theft,  and  motor  vehicle  theft  are  used  as  a  gauge  with  which  to 
measure  the  amount  of  crime  and  how  much  it  increases  or  decreases  over  time.   The 
crime  index  is  the  total  number  of  these  offenses  that  comes  to  the  attention  of  law 
enforcement  agencies. 

Out  of  1 16  police  departments  and  sheriffs  offices  in  Montana,  85  percent  of  them 
(98  agencies)  participated  in  reporting  to  the  Board  of  Crime  Control.  The  percentage 
of  Montana's  total  population,  which  was  covered  by  the  jurisdictions  of  the  reporting 
agencies,  is  95.6%.  The  agencies  that  participated  in  reporting  have  reported  a  1% 
lower  rate  of  crime  in  2000  compared  to  1999. 

Refer  to  the  crime  rates  on  pages  6-17  for  the  most  accurate  measure  of  the 
change  in  crime  from  year  to  year. 

Following  are  the  statewide  counts  of  index  crimes  for  2000:  total  index  crimes, 
35,005;  homicide,  20;  rape,  308;  robbery,  203;  aggravated  assault,  2,276;  burglary, 
3,624;  larceny,  26,678;  and  motor  vehicle  theft,  1,896.  Violent  crimes,  which  include 
homicide,  rape,  robbery  and  aggravated  assault,  totaled  2,807  offenses. 

Violent  crimes  account  for  8.0%  of  all  index  crimes,  while  property  offenses  make 
up  the  other  92.0%. 


STATE  CRIME  RATE 
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Rate  4,638.44,570.04,420.34,729.85,484.24,744.25,116.74,798.94,098.94,057.4 

The  crime  rate  of  a  given  area  is  defined  as  the  number  of  index  crimes  per 
100,000  people.  By  using  rates  per  population,  comparisons  can  be  made  between 
jurisdictions  of  unequal  populations.  The  crime  rate  takes  into  consideration  the  total 
population  of  the  reporting  jurisdictions;  however,  the  rate  does  not  incorporate  other 
elements,  such  as  sociological  and  environmental  factors  that  may  contribute  to  the 
amount  of  crime  reported  in  a  given  community. 

The  population  figures  used  to  calculate  the  state's  crime  rate  for  2000  were 
provided  by  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Census  through  the  FBI.  Montana's  population 
estimate  for  2000  was  902,195  people.  The  total  population  of  the  jurisdictions  of  law 
enforcement  agencies  which  reported  to  the  Board  of  Crime  Control  was  862,734.  This 
adjusted  population  figure  is  used  to  calculate  the  crime  rate.  The  rate  per  100,000 
people  is  calculated  by  multiplying  the  total  index  crime  count  by  100,000,  then  dividing 
by  the  total  population  of  the  jurisdictions  of  reporting  agencies. 

Law  enforcement  agencies  reported  4,057  index  crimes  per  100,000  people  during 
2000.  This  rate  registers  a  1 .0%  drop  in  crime  from  1999  to  2000.  The  rate  in  1999 
was  4,099  per  100,000  people.  Of  the  seven  major  crimes  used  in  the  calculation  of 
the  crime  rate,  declines  were  seen  in  homicide,  robbery,  burglary  and  larceny.  The 
three  index  crimes  which  increased  were  rape,  aggravated  assault,  and  motor  vehicle 
theft. 

Homicides  dropped  by  8.5%,  robbery  was  reported  as  being  down  by  13.2%,  the 
burglary  rate  was  down  by  4.3%  and  larceny/theft  was  reported  with  a  decline  of  3.7%. 
Property  crimes  went  down  by  3.4%  due  to  the  drop  in  larceny/theft.  Violent  crimes 
increased  by  a  sizable  37.4%  due  to  a  51.6%  increase  in  the  number  of  aggravated 
assaults  and  a  7.5%  increase  in  reported  rapes.  The  other  index  crime  recording  an 
increase  was  motor  vehicle  theft,  up  by  3.5%. 

The  crime  rate  charts  for  violent  crimes  and  individual  crime  categories  can  be 
found  on  the  following  eleven  pages. 
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VIOLENT  CRIMES 
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Violent  Crime  is  composed  of  homicide,  rape,  robbery  and  aggravated  assault.  All 
violent  crimes  involve  force  or  threat  of  force. 


Law  enforcement  agencies  reported  a  51 .6%  increase  in  aggravated  assaults,  and 
a  7.5  increase  in  rape,  which  accounted  for  the  37.4%  increase  in  violent  crime  from 
1999  to  2000.  There  are  many  factors  that  may  have  played  a  part  in  the  increase  in 
violent  crimes.  Many  agencies  have  new  computer  based  record  management 
systems,  which  may  be  accounting  for  a  more  accurate  counting  of  crimes.  At  the 
same  time,  crime  codes  have  been  rewritten  to  include  more  types  of  offenses  which 
have  been  written  into  law  in  recent  years.  This  may  allow  for  the  reporting  of  more 
than  one  offense  reported  through  the  investigation.  Aggravated  assaults  in  1999 
accounted  for  73%  of  all  violent  crimes,  while  in  2000  aggravated  assaults  made  up 
81  %  of  the  violent  crimes. 

Violent  crimes  were  reported  325.4  times  per  100,000  persons  in  2000,  compared 
to  236.8  per  100,000  persons  in  1999.  As  can  be  seen  in  the  trend  line  (solid  dark 
straight  line)  on  the  chart  above,  violent  crime  has  been  increasing  slightly  over  the  past 
ten  years. 


Rape  was  another  violent  crime  reported  as  higher  in  2000  than  in  1999.  A  7.5% 
increase  was  calculated  in  rape  over  the  12-month  period.  The  other  two  crimes  used 
in  the  figuring  the  violent  crime  rate  are  homicide  and  robbery.  They  were  down  by 
8.5%  and  13.2%  respectively. 

Montana  had  2,807  violent  crimes  committed  during  2000.  The  Crime  Clock 
recorded  one  violent  crime  every  2  hours,  59  minutes. 


HOMICIDE 
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Homicide  is  the  willful,  non-negligent  killing  of  one  human  being  by  another.  It 
includes  murder  and  non-negligent  manslaughter,  but  does  not  include  justifiable 
homicide  where  an  offender  is  killed  by  a  police  officer  in  the  line  of  duty  or  a  felon  killed 
during  the  commission  of  a  crime  by  a  private  citizen. 

During  2000,  law  enforcement  agencies  reported  2.3  homicides  per  100,000 
people.  This  count  continues  a  slight  decline  in  recent  years,  as  can  be  seen  by  the 
trend  line  (solid  dark  straight  line)  in  the  chart  above.    In  1999  the  rate  was  only  slightly 
higher  at  2.5. 

While  Montana  is  a  fairly  small  state  when  looking  at  population,  the  changes  in  the 
rate  of  homicide  seem  quite  substantial  on  the  chart.  When  the  counts  are  low  as  they 
are  in  Montana,  any  fluctuation  shows  up  on  the  graph  above.  The  average  homicide 
rate  over  the  past  three  years  has  been  2.3  per  100,000  persons,  while  in  the  previous 
three  years  (1995-1997)  the  average  rate  was  4.2. 

There  were  20  homicides  reported  in  Montana  during  2000;  the  same  as  compared 
to  1999. 

The  national  rate  for  homicide  in  2000  was  5.5  per  100,000  inhabitants,  making 
Montana's  2000  homicide  rate  58%  lower. 


The  Crime  Clock  shows  one  homicide  committed  every  17  days,  9  hours.  During 
2000  homicides  accounted  for  less  than  1%  of  all  violent  crimes. 


RAPE 
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Rape  is  defined  in  Montana  as  "Sexual  intercourse  without  consent"  which  is  when 
a  person  knowingly  has  sexual  intercourse  without  consent  of  another  person.  Both 
rape  and  attempts  to  commit  rape  by  force  are  included  in  this  definition.  Statutory  rape 
(without  force)  and  sexual  assaults  against  males  are  classified  as  a  sexual  offenses 
and  are  not  counted  under  this  classification. 

As  can  be  seen  on  the  trend  line  (solid  dark  straight  line)  in  the  chart  above,  there 
has  been  a  gradual  increase  in  the  rate  of  rapes  being  reported  to  law  enforcement 
over  the  past  10  years.  During  2000  there  were  35.7  rapes  per  100,000  people 
reported.  This  is  a  75.8%  increase  over  the  1991  rate  of  20.0. 

There  were  308  rapes  reported  in  2000.  This  is  17.6%  higher  than  the  1999  count 
of  262. 


Looking  at  the  Crime  Clock,  we  can  see  that  there  was  a  rape  reported  in  Montana 
every  27  hours,  12  minutes. 


ROBBERY 


Rate  of  Robbery 

per  100,000  people 
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Robbery  is  the  taking  or  attempting  to  take  anything  of  value  from  the  care, 
custody,  or  control  of  a  person  or  persons.   This  is  done  by  force  or  the  threat  of  force 
or  violence.  Robbery  is  a  crime  in  which  the  element  of  personal  confrontation  between 
the  victim  and  offender  is  present.  Attempts  to  commit  robbery  are  included  in  the 
robbery  count. 

Even  though  the  robbery  rate  dropped  by  13.2  percent  in  2000,  the  trend  line  (solid 
dark  straight  line)  in  the  chart  above  shows  the  trend  as  being  quite  level  over  the  past 
ten  years.  The  2000  rate  of  23.5  compares  to  a  rate  of  27.1  in  1999.  Robbery  was 
reported  as  being  the  index  crime  with  the  largest  decline  in  2000. 

Robberies  accounted  for  only  7.2%  of  all  violent  crimes  in  2000.  The  rate  of  23.5 
robberies  per  100,000  people  is  the  lowest  rate  reported  since  1991  when  the  rate  of 
robbery  was  22.1. 

The  data  from  98  law  enforcement  agencies  had  a  count  of  203  robberies  in  2000. 

The  crime  clock  shows  robberies  in  Montana  being  reported  every  41  hours,  19 
minutes. 
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AGGRAVATED  ASSAULT 


Rate  of  Aggravated  Assault 

per  100,000  people 
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Aggravated  assault  is  the  unlawful  attack  by  one  person  upon  another  for  the 
purpose  of  inflicting  severe  or  aggravated  bodily  injury.   This  type  of  assault  is  usually 
accompanied  by  the  use  of  a  weapon,  or  by  means  likely  to  produce  death  or  great 
bodily  harm.  Any  assault  that  does  not  involve  the  use  of  a  weapon  and  does  not  result 
in  serious  injury  is  classified  as  a  simple  assault  and  is  reported  under  a  separate  crime 
category. 

Aggravated  assaults  accounted  for  81%  of  all  violent  crimes  in  2000.  The  increase 
in  violent  crimes  (37.4%)  in  2000  is  due  to  the  rise  in  the  reported  aggravated  assaults. 
Aggravated  assaults  rose  by  51.6%  from  1999  to  2000. 

There  are  many  factors  that  may  have  contributed  to  this  increase.  One  possible 
factor  is  the  fact  that  many  of  the  law  enforcement  agencies  are  now  using 
computerized  record  management  systems  which  might  be  producing  higher,  more 
accurate  counts.  In  addition,  there  are  additional  Montana  statutes  in  recent  years  that 
fall  into  the  aggravated  assault  category.  At  this  time  there  is  no  single  answer  for  the 
reason  for  an  above  average  aggravated  assault  increase. 

The  aggravated  assault  rate  of  263.8  in  2000  compares  to  a  rate  of  174.0  per 
100,000  people  in  1999.  The  trend  line  (solid  dark  straight  line)  in  the  chart  above 
shows  the  rate  of  aggravated  assaults  reflecting  a  steady  increase  over  the  years. 

There  were  2,276  assaults  officially  reported  to  law  enforcement  in  2000. 

The  Crime  Clock  shows  an  aggravated  assault  being  reported  once  every  3  hours, 
41  minutes. 
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BURGLARY 
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Burglary  is  the  unlawful  entry  of  a  structure  to  commit  a  felony  or  theft.   The  theft 
of  items  from  a  building  is  classified  as  burglary  if  it  is  accompanied  by  a  breaking  or 
unlawful  entry  (trespass)  without  breaking.  If  the  building  is  open  to  the  general  public 
and  the  offender  has  legal  access,  it  is  considered  a  larceny. 

Burglaries  have  been  gradually  declining,  which  can  be  noted  when  looking  at  the 
trend  line  (solid  dark  straight  line)  in  the  chart  above.  From  1999  to  2000  the  rate 
dropped  from  438.9  incidents  per  100,000  persons  to  a  rate  of  420.1.  This  reflects  a 
4.3%  drop  in  burglary  during  2000. 

There  were  3,624  burglaries  reported  to  law  enforcement  during  2000.  This 
compares  to  3,464  incidents  reported  to  law  enforcement  in  1999. 

Property  crimes  are  made  up  of  burglary,  larceny  and  motor  vehicle  theft.  When 
looking  at  all  property  crimes,  burglaries  account  for  1 1 .3%  of  the  total. 

The  crime  clock  for  Montana  shows  an  average  of  one  burglary  every  2  hours,  19 
minutes. 
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LARCENY 


Rate  of  Larceny 

per  100,000  people 
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Larceny  is  the  unlawful  taking,  carrying,  leading  or  riding  away  of  property  from  the 
possession  or  constructive  possession  of  another.  Larceny  includes  such  crimes  as 
pickpocket,  purse  snatching,  shoplifting,  theft  from  motor  vehicles,  and  theft  from 
buildings  where  forced  entry  is  not  involved.  It  does  not  include  embezzlement,  "con" 
games,  forgery,  or  bad  checks.  Similarly  motor  vehicle  theft  is  not  included  in  this 
category  since  it  is  considered  a  major  crime  by  itself. 

Larceny  is  the  most  often  reported  index  crime.  In  fact,  larcenies  make  up  76%  of 
the  total  index  crimes  which  are  used  to  calculate  the  overall  crime  rate.  Generally  we 
see  the  change  in  the  overall  crime  rate  showing  a  very  high  correlation  to  the  change 
in  the  rate  of  larcenies  reported.  In  2000,  however,  larceny  dropped  by  3.7%  and  the 
overall  crime  rate  dropped  by  only  1%.  This  was  due  mostly  to  the  high  number  of 
aggravated  assault  reported  in  2000. 

Law  enforcement  agencies  reported  3,092.3  thefts  per  100,000  people  occurring  in 
2000.  This  compares  to  a  rate  of  3,211.0  in  1999.  The  larceny  rate  has  fluctuated 
slightly  over  the  past  ten  years,  yet  the  trend  line  (solid  dark  straight  line)  in  the  chart 
above  reflects  a  very  gradual  decline  over  the  years. 

There  were  a  total  of  26,678  larceny  occurrences  in  2000. 

Every  18  minutes  50  seconds  an  occurrence  of  larceny  was  reported  to  law 
enforcement  in  2000. 
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MOTOR  VEHICLE  THEFT 


Rate  of  Motor  Vehicle  Theft 

per  100,000  people 
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Motor  vehicle  theft  is  defined  as  the  theft  of  or  attempted  theft  of  a  vehicle  that  is 
self-propelled  and  runs  on  the  surface  and  not  on  rails.  It  includes  automobiles,  trucks, 
buses,  vans,  motorcycles  and  snowmobiles.  It  does  not  include  motorboats, 
construction  equipment,  airplanes  and  farming  equipment. 

On  average,  motor  vehicle  thefts  have  remained  level  over  the  past  ten  years,  even 
though  the  rates  from  year  to  year  have  fluctuated.  This  is  reflected  in  the  trend  line 
(solid  dark  straight  line)  shown  in  the  above  chart.  The  rate  per  100,000  people  for 
2000  was  219.8,  a  3.5%  increase  over  the  1999  rate  of  212.2.  This  is  the  first  increase 
recorded  since  the  rate  began  falling  in  after  1997. 

The  total  number  of  stolen  vehicles  reported  to  law  enforcement  agencies  was 
1,896  in  2000. 

The  Crime  Clock  shows  a  motor  vehicle  theft  occurring  5.4  times  per  day  or  one 
every  4  hours,  25  minutes. 
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DRUG  OFFENSES 
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Drug  offenses  involve  the  unlawful  possession,  sale,  use,  cultivation,  and 
manufacturing  of  controlled  substances  and  narcotic  drugs. 

Drug  offense  reports  continue  to  climb  as  can  be  seen  by  the  trend  line  (solid  dark 
straight  line)  in  the  chart  above.  The  number  of  drug  offenses  recorded  by  law 
enforcement  agencies  in  2000  was  up  by  slightly  over  7%  from  1999.  A  rate  of  628.8 
offenses  per  100,000  people  compares  to  586.4  in  1999. 

The  total  number  of  drug  offenses  in  2000  was  5,425,  while  the  count  for  1999  was 
4,628. 

Law  enforcement  is  either  receiving  a  call  or  experiencing  an  on-site  encounter 
involving  drug  offenses  every  1  hour,  33  minutes,  or  an  average  of  15.5  drug  offenses 
being  reported  every  day  in  Montana. 
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SEX  OFFENSES 


Rate  of  Sex  Offenses 
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Sex  offenses  include  offenses  such  as  sexual  assault,  deviate  sexual  conduct1, 
indecent  exposure  and  incest.  Excluded  under  this  category  are  forcible  rape, 
prostitution  and  commercial  vice. 

In  the  chart  above,  the  trend  line  (solid  dark  straight  line)  shows  a  gradual  decline 
in  sex  offense  reports  over  the  years;  however,  the  numbers  reported  in  2000  are  up 
from  1999.  A  rate  of  123.8  sex  offenses  per  100,000  people  in  2000  is  18.6%  higher 
than  the  rate  of  104.4  in  1999.  Prior  to  this  increase  the  counts  had  been  decreasing 
by  an  average  of  10%  per  year  since  1994. 

Law  enforcement  agencies  had  1 ,068  sex  offenses  reported  in  2000. 

A  sex  offense  was  reported  every  7  hours,  51  minutes  in  Montana  during  2000. 


1  The  Montana  Supreme  Court  determined  45-5-505,  MCA  (deviate  sexual  conduct)  to  be  unconstitutional 
as  applied  to  noncommercial,  same-sex  consensual  sex  between  adults.  See  Gryczan  v,  St.,  283  M  433, 
942  P2d  112,  54  St.  Rep.  699  (1997),  followed  in  Armstrong  v.  St.,  1999  MT  261,  296  M  361,  989  P2d 
364,  56  St.  Rep.  1045(1999). 
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DOMESTIC  ABUSE 


Rate  of  Domestic  Abuse 
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A  person  commits  the  offense  of  Partner  or  family  member  assault  if  he/she:  (a) 
purposely  or  knowingly  causes  bodily  injury  to  a  family  member  or  household  member; 
or  (b)  purposely  or  knowingly  causes  reasonable  apprehension  of  bodily  injury  to  a 
family  member  or  household  member. 

For  record  keeping  purposes,  partner  or  family  member  assault  offenses  were 
broken  out  from  all  other  assaults  beginning  in  1988.  The  rate  at  which  reports  are 
received  by  law  enforcement  have  been  gradually  increasing  since  then.  A  greater 
awareness  and  more  accurate  record  keeping  may  account  for  some  of  the  increase. 

A  rate  of  480  incidents  per  100,000  people  translates  to  4,330  offenses  of  partner 
or  family  member  assault  in  2000. 

In  2000,  4,141  partner  or  family  member  assaults  were  reported  to  law 
enforcement  agencies,  compared  to  3,195  in  1999.  This  figures  to  be  a  29.6% 
increase  in  the  past  year. 

A  partner  or  family  member  assault  was  reported,  on  average,  every  2  hours,  1 
minute,  or  about  12  occurrences  per  day  reported  to  law  enforcement. 
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TABLE  2 

1999  AND  2000  COMPARISON 

OF  MONTANA  CRIME  RATES  BY  OFFENSE 


Offense 


1999 
Rate* 


2000 
Rate* 


Percent 
Change 


Homicide 

2.5 

2.3 

-8.5% 

Rape 

33.2 

35.7 

7.5% 

Robbery 

27.1 

23.5 

-13.2% 

Aggravated  Assault 

174.0 

263.8 

51 .6% 

Total  Violent 

236.8 

325.4 

37.4% 

Burglary 

438.9 

420.1 

-4.3% 

Larceny 

3211.0 

3092.3 

-3.7% 

Motor  Vehicle  Theft 

212.2 

219.8 

3.5% 

Total  Property 

3862.1 

3732.1 

-3.4% 

TOTAL  PART  I 

4098.9 

4057.5 

-1.0% 

Other  Assaults 

*« 

583.5 

1110.9 

90.4% 

Domestic  Abuse 

404.8 

480.0 

18.6% 

Arson 

24.8 

21.4 

-13.7% 

Forgery 

127.8 

133.9 

4.7% 

Fraud 

223.9 

224.3 

0.2% 

Embezzlement 

4.9 

8.1 

64.2% 

Stolen  Property 

35.0 

35.5 

1 .4% 

Vandalism 

1625.6 

1671.9 

2.8% 

Weapons 

43.6 

31.1 

-28.7% 

Prostitution 

4.9 

1.5 

-69.5% 

Sex  Offenses 

104.4 

123.8 

18.6% 

Drug  Offenses 

586.4 

628.8 

7.2% 

Gambling 

0.3 

1.9 

631.8% 

Offenses  Against  Family 

146.2 

225.9 

54.5% 

DUI 

510.6 

653.4 

28.0% 

Liquor 

529.4 

501.2 

-5.3% 

Disorderly  Conduct 

532.5 

796.8 

49.6% 

Other  Total 

... 

1261.4 

1500.0 

18.9% 

TOTAL  PART  II 

6750.1 

8150.3 

20.7% 

Total  Part  I  and  Part  II 

10849.1 

12207.7 

12.5% 

Rates  are  based  on  a  population  of  100.000 

Other  Assaults  consist  of  assaults  other  than  those  considered  aggravated.  If  a  domestic  abuse  is  considered  aggravated  it  will  be 

reported  as  both  aggravated  and  domestic. 
*"        Other  Total  includes  trespass,  escape,  kidnap,  curfew,  runaway  and  other 
Source:  Montana  Board  of  Crime  Control,  Uniform  Crime  Report  Data 
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TABLE  3 
2000  PERCENTAGE  OF  OFFENSES  CLEARED  BY  ARREST 

IN  MONTANA 


Crime 


Percent 

Cleared 

By  Arrest 


Homicide 

45.0% 

Rape 

20.5% 

Robbery 

23.6% 

Aggravated  Assault 

41 .7% 

Total  Violent  Crimes 

38.1% 

Burglary 

12.8% 

Larceny 

15.0% 

Motor  Vehicle  Theft 

19.5% 

Total  Property  Crimes 

15.0% 

TOTAL  PART  1  CRIMES 

16.8% 

Other  Assaults 

* 

21.0% 

Domestic  Abuse 

57.3% 

Arson 

30.8% 

Forgery 

22.1% 

Fraud 

19.5% 

Embezzlement 

14.3% 

Stolen  Property 

49.3% 

Vandalism 

1 1 .2% 

Weapons 

63.8% 

Prostitution 

61 .5% 

Sex  Offenses 

19.0% 

Drug  Offenses 

76.1% 

Gambling 

6.3% 

Offenses  Against  Family 

28.6% 

DUI 

74.3% 

Liquor  Laws 

86.9% 

Disorderly  Conduct 

57.3% 

All  Other 

** 

41 .3% 

TOTAL  PART  II  CRIMES 

40.4% 

GRAND  TOTAL 

32.3% 

*     Other  Assaults  consist  of  assaults  other  than  those  considered  aggravated.  If  a  domestic 
abuse  is  considered  aggravated,  it  will  be  counted  as  aggravated  and  as  domestic  abuse. 
**    All  Other  total  includes  trespass,  escape,  kidnap,  curfew,  runaway  and  other 
Source:  Montana  Board  of  Crime  Control,  Uniform  Crime  Report  Data 
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TABLE  4 

FREQUENCY  (%)  OF  USE  OF  WEAPONS 

IN  THE  COMMISSION  OF  VIOLENT  CRIMES 

IN  MONTANA 

2000 


Weapon 
Type 

Type  of  Crime 

Homicide 

Rape 

Robbery 

Aggravated 
Assault 

Total 

Firearm 

38.5% 

0.7% 

35.3% 

8.6% 

10.1% 

Knife 

46.2% 

0.7% 

15.8% 

10.9% 

10.7% 

Other  Dangerous 

15.3% 

14.7% 

8.3% 

16.4% 

44.8% 

Hands,  Feet,  Etc. 

0.0% 

39.9% 

30.1% 

46.9% 

15.7% 

None  or  Unknown 

0.0% 

44.0% 

10.5% 

17.2% 

18.7% 

Total  Cases 
Involving  Weapons 

19 

298 

203 

2376 

2897 

Source:  Montana  Board  of  Crime  Control,  Uniform  Crime  Report  Data 
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TABLE  5 

County  Crime  Rate  Combining  Sheriff's  Offices  and  Police  Departments 

Ranked  by  their  2000  Crime  Rates* 

Rate  Per 
County  Totals  100,000 


1 

Cascade  Cnty  Total 

6137 

2 

Missoula  Cnty  Total 

5774 

3 

Yellowstone  Cnty  Total 

5688 

4 

Hill  Cnty  Total 

5320 

5 

Silver  Bow  Cnty  Total 

5176 

6 

Flathead  Cnty  Total 

4686 

7 

Custer  Cnty  Total 

4679 

State  Crime  Rate 

4057 

8 

Gallatin  Cnty  Total 

3793 

9 

Meagher  Cnty  Total 

3524 

10 

Lewis  &  Clark  Cnty  Total 

3494 

11 

Deer  Lodge  Cnty  Total 

3483 

12 

Park  County  Total 

3275 

13 

Sanders  Cnty  Total 

2955 

14 

Stillwater  Cnty  Total 

2949 

15 

Lake  County  Total 

2850 

16 

Powell  Cnty  Total 

2804 

17 

Golden  Valley  Cnty  Total 

2799 

18 

Fergus  Cnty  Total 

2651 

19 

Granite  Cnty  Total 

2609 

20 

Dawson  Cnty  Total 

2494 

21 

Musselshell  Cnty  Total 

2429 

22 

Teton  Cnty  Total 

2389 

23 

Glacier  Cnty  Total 

2306 

24 

Lincoln  Cnty  Total 

2303 

25 

Chouteau  Cnty  Total 

2221 

26 

Sweet  Grass  Cnty  Total 

2157 

27 

Richland  Cnty  Total 

1976 

28 

Carbon  Cnty  Total 

1897 

29 

Valley  Cnty  Total 

1745 

30 

Toole  Cnty  Total 

1603 

31 

Phillips  Cnty  Total 

1418 

32 

Pondera  Cnty  Total 

1395 

33 

Fallon  Cnty  Total 

1357 

34 

Petroleum  Cnty  Total 

1354 

35 

Ravalli  Cnty  Total 

1350 

36 

Beaverhead  Cnty  Total 

1258 

37 

Rosebud  Cnty  Total 

1180 

38 

Broadwater  Cnty  Total 

1174 

39 

Wheatland  Cnty  Total 

1161 

40 

Judith  Basin  Cnty  Total 

1157 

41 

McCone  Cnty  Total 

1017 

42 

Roosevelt  Cnty  Total 

807 

43 

Powder  River  Cnty  Total 

771 

44 

Blaine  Cnty  Total 

747 

45 

Sheridan  Cnty  Total 

740 

46 

Madison  Cnty  Total 

735 

47 

Mineral  Cnty  Total 

329 

48 

Big  Horn  Cnty  Total 

109 

49 

Carter  Cnty  Total 

0 

50 

Garfield  Cnty  Total                                                                                           Z 

0 

51 

Prairie  Cnty  Total                                                                                             Z 

0 

This  ranking,  based  on  a  population  of  100,000,  includes  only  those  counties  that  participate  in  reporting  to  the 

Board  of  Crime  Control.  Refer  to  Table  1  for  a  list  of  agencies  that  had  incomplete  data  or  did  not  report. 

Z  =  reported  zero  index  crimes  for  the  year 

One  or  more  agencies  in  this  county  either  did  not  report  or  had  incomplete  data.  Only  data  and  population 

numbers  from  the  reporting  agencies  were  used  in  calculating  the  crime  rate. 

Source:  MT  Board  of  Crime  Control 
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TABLE  6 

Sheriff  Office 

Ranked  by  their  2000  Crime  Rates* 


County  Totals 

Rate  Per  100,000 

1 

Silver  Bow  Cnty  S.O. 

5176 

2 

Flathead  Cnty  S.O. 

4104 

State  Crime  Rate 

4057 

3 

Hill  Cnty  S.O. 

4017 

4 

Meagher  Cnty  S.O. 

3524 

5 

Deer  Lodge  Cnty  L.E.A. 

3483 

6 

Lewis  &  Clark  Cnty  S.O. 

3274 

7 

Custer  Cnty  S.O. 

3242 

8 

Cascade  Cnty  S.O. 

3087 

9 

Powell  Cnty  S.O. 

2804 

10 

Golden  Valley  Cnty  S.O. 

2799 

11 

Fergus  Cnty  S.O. 

2783 

12 

Missoula  Cnty  S.O. 

2750 

13 

Yellowstone  Cnty  S.O. 

2733 

14 

Lincoln  Cnty  S.O. 

2683 

15 

Granite  Cnty  S.O. 

2609 

16 

Musselshell  Cnty  S.O. 

2429 

17 

Teton  Cnty  S.O. 

2389 

18 

Sanders  Cnty  S.O. 

2226 

19 

Sweet  Grass  Cnty  S.O. 

2157 

20 

Stillwater  Cnty  S.O. 

1893 

21 

Chouteau  Cnty  S.O. 

1881 

22 

Dawson  Cnty  S.O. 

1695 

23 

Gallatin  Cnty  S.O. 

1692 

24 

Lake  Cnty  S.O. 

1684 

25 

Ravalli  Cnty  S.O. 

1669 

26 

Toole  Cnty  S.O. 

1603 

27 

Phillips  Cnty  S.O. 

1418 

28 

Sheridan  Cnty  S.O. 

1372 

29 

Petroleum  Cnty  S.O. 

1354 

30 

Richland  Cnty  S.O. 

1317 

31 

Valley  Cnty  S.O. 

1309 

32 

Rosebud  Cnty  S.O. 

1180 

33 

Broadwater  Cnty  S.O. 

1174 

34 

Wheatland  Cnty  S.O. 

1161 

35 

Judith  Basin  Cnty  S.O. 

1157 

36 

Glacier  Cnty  S.O. 

1109 

37 

Madison  Cnty  S.O. 

833 

38 

Fallon  Cnty  S.O. 

824 

39 

Pondera  Cnty  S.O. 

806 

40 

Roosevelt  Cnty  S.O. 

783 

41 

Powder  River  Cnty  S.O. 

771 

42 

McCone  Cnty  S.O. 

756 

43 

Beaverhead  Cnty  S.O. 

704 

44 

Carbon  Cnty  S.O. 

435 

45 

Blaine  Cnty  S.O. 

432 

46 

Mineral  Cnty  S  0. 

329 

47 

Big  Horn  Cnty  S.O. 

109 

48 

Carter  Cnty  S.O.                                                                                        Z 

0 

49 

Garfield  Cnty  S.O.                                                                                          Z 

0 

50 

Prairie  Cnty  S.O.                                                                                             Z 

0 

This  ranking,  based  on  a  population  of  100,000,  includes  only  those  agencies  that  participate  in  reporting  to  the  Board  of 
Crime  Control.  See  Table  1  for  a  list  of  non-reporting  agencies. 
Z  =  reported  zero  index  crimes  for  the  year 

These  agencies  combine  reporting  for  more  than  one  agency  or  have  a  combined  form  of  government. 
Source:  MT  Board  of  Crime  Control 


22 


TABLE  7 

Police  Departments 

Ranked  by  their  2000  Crime  Rates* 


Police  Department  Totals 


Rate  Per 
100,000 


1 

Hot  Springs  P.D. 

9218 

2 

West  Yellowstone  P.D. 

7366 

3 

Great  Falls  P.D. 

7317 

4 

Columbus  P.D. 

7037 

5 

Missoula  P.D. 

6998 

6 

Livingston  P.D. 

6864 

7 

Ronan  P.D. 

6769 

8 

Billings  P.D. 

6577 

9 

Kalispell  P.D. 

6476 

10 

Havre  P.D. 

6148 

11 

Laurel  P.D. 

5691 

12 

St.  Ignatius  P.D. 

5420 

13 

Cut  Bank  P.D. 

5395 

14 

Red  Lodge  P.D. 

5198 

15 

Miles  City  P.D. 

5197 

16 

Poison  P.D. 

4996 

17 

Manhattan  P.D. 

4736 

18 

Bozeman  P.D. 

4723 

19 

Whitefish  P.D. 

4448 

State  Crime  Rate 

4057 

20 

Thompson  Falls  P.D. 

4012 

21 

Columbia  Falls  P.D. 

3989 

22 

Belt  P.D. 

3957 

23 

Helena  P.D. 

3876 

24 

GlendiveP.D. 

3292 

25 

Plains  P.D. 

3175 

26 

Bridger  P.D. 

3173 

27 

Fort  Benton  P.D. 

2970 

28 

Belgrade  P.D. 

2938 

29 

Sidney  P.D. 

2796 

30 

Lewistown  P.D. 

2517 

31 

Three  Forks  Marshals  Ofc. 

2458 

32 

Glasgow  P.D. 

2407 

33 

Libby  P.D. 

2290 

34 

Joliet  P.D. 

2261 

35 

Conrad  P.D. 

2098 

36 

Dillon  P.D. 

1826 

37 

Baker  P.D. 

1729 

38 

Circle  P.D. 

1553 

39 

Harlem  P.D. 

1408 

40 

Chinook  P.D. 

1244 

41 

Stevensville  P.D. 

1208 

42 

Wolf  Point  P.D. 

1117 

43 

Fairview  P.D. 

564 

44 

Nashua  P.D. 

308 

45 

Fromberg  Marshals  Ofc.                                                                             Z 

0 

46 

Pinesdale  P.D.                                                                                           Z 

0 

This  ranking,  based  on  a  population  of  100,000.  includes  only  those  agencies  that  participate  in  reporting.  Refer  to  Table  1  for  a  list 

on  non-reporting  agencies.  Z  =  Reported  zero  index  crimes  for  the  year 

"     This  ranking  includes  agencies  that  combine  data  for  reporting,  or  have  a  combined  form  of  government. 
Source:  MT  Board  of  Crime  Control 
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